
NOTICE OF ESTABLISHHENT OF THE BANCROFT-LUND 
GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA 

N o t i c e  is hereby given t h a t  on October 2 1 ,  1991 ,  the 

Di rec to r  of t h e  Department of Water Resources e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  

 anc croft-Lund Ground Water Management A r e a  t o  a l low increased 

management of t h e  ground water resources.  The g r o u n d  water 

management a r e a  was crea ted  because evidence showed t h a t  

consumptive ground water d ive r s ions  d e p l e t e  s u r f a c e  water f l o w s  

i n  t h e   anc croft-Lund a r e a  and f lows of t h e  Bear R i v e r  and i n  

sp r ings  d ischarging  i n t o  t h e  Bear River,  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  of 

e a r l i e r  r i g h t  holders .  

~ p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  permit t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  ground w a t e r  w i l l  

cont inue  t o  be considered by t h e  Department. Appl ica t ions  

proposing consumptive uses  l a r g e r  than  s tock ,  d o m e s t i c ,  and 

subdiv is ion  house use ( %  a c r e  maximum i r r i g a t i o n  per l o t )  w i l l  

only be approved i f  t h e  app l i can t  can demonstrate t h e r e  w i l l  be 

no i n j u r y  o r  dep le t ions  can be mi t iga ted .  

The boundaries of t h e  Bancroft-Lund Ground Water Area a r e  

descr ibed a s  follows: 

s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of beginning a t  t h e  SW c o r n e r  of 
sec t ion  7 ,  T9S, R41E,  B.M. ; thence ,  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  along t h e  
r idge  between Upper Valley and Alexander t o  t h e  NE c o r n e r  of 
t h e  N W ~ S W ~ ,  Sec t ion  2 7 ,  T8SI R41E, B.M.; t h e n c e ,  due w e s t  t o  
t h e  NE corner  of t h e  N W ~ S E ~ ,  Sec t ion  2 9 ,  T8S, R41E, B.M.  ; 
thence, nor thwester ly  along t h e  topographic d i v i d e  of t h e  
Soda Springs H i l l s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  boundary of S e c t i o n  1 2 ,  T8S, 
R40E, B.M. ; thence ,  due w e s t  t o  t h e  S W  co rne r  of Sect ion 1 2 ,  
T8S, R39EI B.M. ; thence ,  due nor th  t o  t h e  NW c o r n e r  of 
sect ion I, thence  west t o  t h e  NW c o r n e r  of S e c t i o n  5,  t h e n c e  
due south t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e  with t h e  
North Canyon Road (approximately a t  t h e  SW c o r n e r  of S e c t i o n  



17)  , a l l  wi th in  T8S, R39E, B.M. ; t hence ,  up t h e  North Canyon 
road t o  its i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  Bannock County-Caribou 
County l i n e  i n  t h e  NE;$-, Sec t ion  26, T8S, R38E, B .M. ; t h e n c e ,  
s o u t h e a s t e r l y  a long  t h e  county l i n e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  boundary of  
s e c t i o n  36, T8S, R38E, B.M. ; thence  due e a s t  a l o n g  the 
county l i n e  t o  t h e  w e s t  boundary of Sec t ion  6 ,  T9S, R39E, 
B.M. ; t hence ,  due sou th  a long  t h e  county l i n e  t o  the SW 
corner of  Sec t ion  7, T9S, R39E, B.M. thence,  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  
along t h e  F i sh  Creek Range r i d g e  t o  ~ t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  n o r t h  boundary of Sec t ion  25, TlOS, R39E, B.M.; t h e n c e ,  
eas t  t o  t h e  SW corne r  of  Sec t ion  21, TlOS, R40E, B.M. 
t h e n c e ,  n o r t h  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Bear R i v e r  within 
t h e  SW;$-NW;$- of Sec t ion  21. Thence, n o r t h e a s t e r l y  along the  
w e s t  boundary of t h e  B e a r  R i v e r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of Section 1 8 ,  
T ~ S ,  R41E, B.M. thence,  northwest  t o  po in t  o f  beginning.  
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BEFORE THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OF THE 

STATE OF IDAHO 

I N  THE MATTER OF DESIGNATING 1 
THE BANCROFT-LUND GROUND WATER ) 
MANAGEMENT AREA 1 

ORDER 

T h i s  ma t t e r  having come before t h e  Director  of t h e  Idaho 
Department of Water Resources a s  a r e s u l t  of concern  over the  
e f f e c t  of a d d i t i o n a l  ground water pumping on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
w a t e r  t o  e x i s t i n g  we l l s  and sen io r  water  r i g h t s  f r o m  t h e  Bear 
River d r a i n a g e ,  t h e  Direc tor  Finds, Concludes and O r d e r s  as 
follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Direc tor  of t h e  Department of Water Resources h a s  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  administer t h e  u s e  of ground w a t e r  in  the  
s t a t e  of Idaho t o  p r o t e c t  p r i o r  s u r f a c e  and ground w a t e r  r i g h t s  
and y e t  a l low f u l l  economic development of t h e  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  

2. There is an i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between g r o u n d  water 
l e v e l s  i n  an a r e a  between Bancroft  and Grace, Idaho,  sometimes 
r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  Bancroft-Lund area and flows o f  t he  Bear R i v e r  
and i n  s p r i n g s  discharging i n t o  t h e  Bear River. D i v e r s i o n  of 
ground water  from wel l s  can d e p l e t e  t h e  su r face  w a t e r  flow i n  
spr ings  and t h e  Bear River. New ground water u s e s  c a n  also 
d e p l e t e  a v a i l a b l e  supp l i e s  f o r  o t h e r  ground water u s e r s .  

3 .  There a r e  a number of Appl i ca t ions  f o r  P e r m i t  t o  
Appropriate Water pending before  t h e  Department which  propose 
a d d i t i o n a l  consumptive uses  of ground water  w i t h i n  t he  Bancroft-  
Lund a rea .  

4 .  1n jury  w i l l  occur t o  p r i o r  s u r f a c e  and g round  water 
r i g h t s  i f  t h e  flows of streams, r i v e r s  and ground w a t e r  underflow 
i n  t h e  Bancroft-Lund a r e a  a r e  reduced by junior  p r i o r i t y  ground 
water d ivers ions .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. condi t ions  i n  t h e  Bancroft-Lund a rea  a r e  approaching t h e  
condi t ions  of a crit ical ground w a t e r  a r e a .  The reduct ion of  
s u r f a c e  water flow and u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of ground w a t e r  t o  owners  
of c e r t a i n  w e l l s  are t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  conclusion.  

2. Section 42-226, Idaho Code, d e c l a r e s  a l l  ground w a t e r s  



t o  be t h e  p roper ty  of t h e  s t a t e ,  whose duty  it is t o  superv i se  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and allotment of t h e  same. One of t h e  g o a l s  is 
t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  e a r l y  appropr ia t ions  of ground water  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  
i n  t h e  maintenance  of reasonable ground water pumping levels. 

3. I n  order  t o  determine whether withdrawals f r o m  the 
e x i s t i n g  a n d  proposed w e l l s  w i l l  have an adverse i m p a c t  on p r i o r  
w a t e r  r ights d ive r t ed  from sur face  water and/or g r o u n d  water, t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and use  of a d d i t i o n a l  w e l l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  must be 
monitored and cont ro l led .  

4. s e c t i o n  42-23333, Idaho Code, au thor izes  t h e  Director of 
t h e  Idaho Department of Water Resources t o  d e s i g n a t e  Itground 
water  management a reas t t  t o  allow increased  management of the  
ground w a t e r  resources.  Water u s e r s  may be r e q u i r e d  t o  g a t h e r  
d i v e r s i o n  d a t a  and r e p o r t  withdrawals of ground w a t e r .  
Withdrawal of water may a l s o  be c u r t a i l e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of 
p r i o r i t y  i f  t h e  supply is i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s a t i s f y  w a t e r  r i g h t  
demands. 

5. The Direc tor  of t h e  Department of  Water Resources s h o u l d  
d e s i g n a t e  a ground water management a r e a  f o r  geograph ic  area n e a r  
Bancroft  and Grace, Idaho. 

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE I T  I S  HEREBY ORDERED t h a t  t h e  following 
desc r ibed  a r e a  be included wi th in  and designated as  t h e  
t t~ancroft-Lund Ground water Management Areatt p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of Sec t ion  42-233b, Idaho Code: 

s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of beginning a t  t h e  SW c o r n e r  of 
s e c t i o n  7, T9S, R41E,  B.M. Thence, n o r t h e a s t e r l y  along the 
r i d g e  between Upper Valley and Alexander t o  t h e  NE c o r n e r  of 
t h e  NW+SW+, Sec t ion  27 ,  T8S, R41E, B.M. Thence, due w e s t  t o  
the  NE corner  of t h e  NW+SE$, Sec t ion  29, T8S, R41E, B.M. 
Thence, northwester ly along t h e  topographic divide of t h e  
Soda Springs H i l l s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  boundary of S e c t i o n  1 2 ,  T8S, 
R ~ o E ,  B.M. Thence, due w e s t  t o  t h e  SW corner  of Section 1 2 ,  
T ~ S ,  R39E, B.M. Thence, due n o r t h  t o  t h e  NW c o r n e r  of 
s e c t i o n  1, thence w e s t  t o  t h e  NW corne r  of S e c t i o n  5, t h e n c e  
due south t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e  with t he  
North Canyon Road (approximately a t  t h e  S W  c o r n e r  of S e c t i o n  
1 7 ) ,  a l l  w i th in  T8S, R39E, B.M. Thence, up t h e  North Canyon 
Road t o  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Bannock County-Caribou 
County l i n e  i n  t h e  NE*, S e c t i o n  26, T8S, R38Ef B.M. T h e n c e ,  
sou theas te r ly  along t h e  county l i n e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  boundary of 
sec t ion  36, T8S, R38E, B.M. Thence, due e a s t  a long  t h e  
county l i n e  t o  t h e  west boundary of Sect ion 6,  T9S, R3913, 
B.M. Thence, due south  a long t h e  county l i n e  t o  the S W  
corner of Sec t ion  7,  T9Sf R39E, B.M. Thence, s o u t h e a s t e r l y  
along t h e  Fish  Creek Range r i d g e  t o  i ts  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  north boundary of S e c t i o n  25 ,  TlOS, R39E, B .M.  T h e n c e ,  
east t o  t h e  S W  corner  of  S e c t i o n  2 1 ,  TlOS, R40E, B.M. 



Thence,  nor th  t o  t h e  in te r sec t ion  of t h e  Bear R i v e r  w i t h i n  
t h e  SW\NW\ of Section 21.  Thence, n o r t h e a s t e r l y  along the  
w e s t  boundary of t h e  Bear River t o  t h e  center  of Section 18,  
T ~ S ,  R41E, B.M. Thence, northwest t o  point of  beginning,  

Attached t o  t h i s  order is a  map i d e n t i f i e d  as 
Attachment 1, which graphica l ly  shows t h e  boundaries of the 
management area .  

Dated  t h i s  7/ 5i- day of , 1991.. 

Idaho ~ e ~ a r t m e n m  Water Resources 


